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and generally acting in a brutal way, made it impossible
to treat them mildly. So the king employed force, and
put down the Peasant Revolt with great severity.

Thus injustice, as it often does, had led to violence,
which left the wrong unrighted. In many cases the lords
were still able to force their serfs to pay services; many
rioters were hanged, and the rebels did not get the
abolition of serfdom which they had demanded.

Since labour could not be obtained at the old rates, nor
Land Let services re-exacted without danger of violence and murder,
ease.            necessary to pay the new rates, or to do with less

labour. Some lords granted land on lease to tenants for
a rent, giving them stock as well as land. Thus the tenant
had to find the labour; the lord was free of the difficulty.
Here we have the beginnings of the modern farmer, a
person who stands between the labourer and the land-
owner. Others, however, met the difficulty in another
way. There was a great demand at the time for wool,
and English wool was then the best that could be had.
So, in some parts of the country, the great landed pro-
sheep- prietors started sheep-farming instead of arable farming.
^ ^ k^^ because iess labour was needed. Many
labourers were required for a large arable farm; but
when it was laid down in grass one or two shepherds
could tend all the sheep on it.

Thus sheep-farming led to many men being out of
employment; and as under the old system the villeins*
small patches of land were often mixed up with the wide
farms of the landowner, now the latter came to wish to
evict the villeins and take their land for sheep-farms.
He enclosed also the waste or common land on which the
villeins had pastured their cattle, and this, too, made it
hard for the villeins to keep their holdings. Thus the
landowners who had at first struggled to keep their
villeins, ended by trying to drive them off altogether.